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 Editor’s Corner 

Life has a way of intruding; we three editors have gotten a 
bit behind on our goal of monthly issues of Focal Point! To 
make up for it, the present January issue describes some 
events that occurred in November and December, as well as 
results of both December and January competitions. Look 
for the next issue of Focal Point (emphasizing January 
events) to appear in February! 
 

This issue is chock-full of info. In addition to competition 
results (and details of how to enter), you’ll find an intriguing 
article by Kent Sutorius on using artificial intelligence (AI) 
to produce images. What are your thoughts? Should AI im-
ages be allowed in competitions? 
 

You’ll also find a “Member Focus” article on a relatively 
new member to BCC, Phyllis Berger. Phyllis joined BCC 
during the height of the pandemic. Several BCC members 
have benefited from Phyllis as a photography instructor, and 
Phyllis was last year’s recipient of the “Medal of Excellence 
– First Place” for earning the most points in BCC competi-
tions that year.  
 

There is also information on a presentation made in Decem-
ber 2022 by Jon Meyer, a long-term BCC member and psy-
choanalyst, on “Photographing What You Know.” If you 
missed his presentation, there’s a link to his website.  

You’ll also find a description by Lewis Katz of his trip to 
Caddo Lake in Texas – a definite “bucket list” destination 
for photographers. Guy Alston has also contributed an arti-
cle on several BCC field shoots led by Kenny Epps – one 
(November 2022) best described as a “Poe Tour”, and the 
second (December 2022) to view the renowned holiday light 
scene on 34th street in Hampden.  
 

If you’re in search of instructional courses, there’s a brief 
description of some virtual courses to be offered (starting 
soon!) by BCC members Phyllis Berger and Lewis Katz.  
Both Phyllis and Lewis are highly skilled instructors, so if 
you are seeking to improve your skills, you couldn’t go 
wrong with either course. 
 

Steve Sattler has contributed an article describing some new 
and upcoming opportunities offered through the Maryland 
Photography Alliance. The MPA’s “Odyssey of Light” is a 
“don’t miss” opportunity! It’s your chance to “attend” lec-
tures held by award-winning photographers at a nominal 
cost – one would even argue free once you redeem coupons 
given to attendees! This is MPA’s major fundraiser for the 
year. And don’t forget, if you ever miss one of their “Artist 
Spotlight” programs (the January program conflicted with 
our own “Macro Night”), many have been recorded, and can 
be viewed at: https://www.mdphotoalliance.org/
artistspotlight.  
 

As always, we greatly appreciate your contribution of arti-

cles and images for Focal Point. 
Diane, Kent, and Lynn 

————————————————————————- 

2022-2023 BCC Leadership  

Board of Directors: 

President: Diane Bovenkamp 

1st VP, Programs: Sandy Nichols 

2nd VP, Competitions: Tom Gisriel 

Secretary: Diane Brunetti 

Treasurer: Jim Eichelman 

Web Chair: Kent Sutorius 

Members at Large: Jim Voeglein (Past President), Ken-

ny Epps, Guy Alston, Lynn Roberts 
 

Committee Members and Key Volunteers: 

Competition Committee: Tom Gisriel,  Guy Alston, 

Kent Sutorius, Jim Voeglein, Tina Whitehead 

Field Outing Committee: Lewis Katz, Kenny Epps  

Member and Visitor Welcome: Tina Whitehead 

Mentors: Kenny Epps, Walter Levy 

Photographic Society of America Club Representative 

for BCC: Diane Bovenkamp 

Focal Point Editor-In-Chief: Diane Bovenkamp  

Focal Point Associate Editors: Lynn Roberts, Kent Su-

torius 
 

Starting on September 1 2022, in-person meetings will 

resume with a hybrid option for members that cannot be 

present. The health and safety of all meeting participants 

is a top priority. The Board of Directors voted at the Au-

gust 2022 meeting that members should continue to wear 

masks when inside the meeting facility.  

 

Program meetings are held weekly on Thursday nights on 

Zoom or by webinar. All visitors are welcome (meeting 

starts at  ~7:30—8 p.m.). See calendar (http://

www.baltimorecameraclub.org/meetings.html) for details.  
 

For more information, email the club President, Diane 

Bovenkamp (d_bovenkamp@yahoo.com ) & visit our web-

site www.baltimorecameraclub.org. BCC is a Charter 

Member Club of the Photographic Society of America 

www.psa-photo.org and a Member of the Maryland Pho-

tography Alliance www.mdphotoalliance.org.  
 

There is a Baltimore Camera Club YouTube page for ac-

cessing recorded videos of our Zoom meetings. 

This is the link for you to access that page. https://

www.youtube.com/channel/

UCRe9N0w6Rog1iv51I0x0M9A 

(Please send feedback, ideas or article proposals for fu-
ture Focal Point issues to d_bovenkamp@yahoo.com, 
luckylanefarm@gmail.com and kasutorius@gmail.com) 
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President’s Corner/December 2022 Holiday Party 
Diane Bovenkamp/Lynn Roberts (text) and Diane Bovenkamp (photos) 

 
 
 

President’s Corner: 
 
Well, here we are at the be-
ginning of another new year. 
This month, I’m noting that 
one of the major benefits of 
membership is to simply learn 
from each other. We have a 
hugely talented gathering of 
artists in our club. 
 
I’m impressed with the quality 
of photos that members are 

submitting for digital and print competitions. I’m blown 
away by the various techniques, subjects and styles of pho-
tography that members are trying out: macro/closeup, 
street, landscapes, animals, bugs, flowers, portrait, oil drop 
surface art, creative compositions, etc. Please keep the in-
spiration coming! 
 
In particular, Tom Gisriel notes that the past two print 
competitions, the unlimited categories haven’t been able to 
compete, due to under 9 submitted images. If you’re an 
unlimited print member, please remember to come in to 
the club, or at least make arrangements for a friend to 
bring in your prints if you can’t make it in person. Then 
everyone can share their photos with others. 
 
Our guest external and member program presenters are 
phenomenal, too. The advantage of being hybrid allows us 
to scour the earth for the best and brightest artists to show 
the fruits of their artistic vision and explain how they 
worked on their techniques and/or amassed their body-of-
work portfolios. Every week, I learn something new or get 
a spark of interest to try a new type of photography or at 
least see the world in a different way. 
 
It’s exciting that we have broken the 100 mark for mem-
bership (105) and counting every month. It can get very 
noisy/crowded on the virtual platform social time to get to 
know each other as well as we can in person. So, let’s all 
attempt to get into the club at least once a month.  
 
I’m going to be traveling a bit for work the next month, but 
I hope to be back at the club in person in March. Who 
knows, I might even try to join virtually live from Austral-
ia (at 7 am the next day’s time).   
   
Cheers!  Diane 
 
December 2022 Holiday Party: 

The Baltimore Camera Club holiday party was held during 
a torrential downpour on Thursday, December 15, at the 
normal meeting place (Mount Washington United Method-
ist Church). Some two dozen people braved the weather to 

attend, lured by the promise of food from Bertucci’s Pizza 
in Timonium. The offerings included both vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian options, with both “insalata” and Caesar 
salads (dressings and cheese on the side), pasta (spaghetti 
pomodoro), pizzas (Margherita, Ultimate Bertucci’s, 
Nolio, and Pucillo); rolls; and an array of beverages and 
desserts. 

Many thanks to all who helped with the preparations and 
cleanup! We hope a good time was had by all. 

www.baltimorecameraclub.org
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 Highlighted BCC Member Award-Winning Photo Collage: Color 
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 Highlighted BCC Member Award-Winning Photo Collage: Monochrome  
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Photography and Technology: Your Written Word Creates Your Images 

Kent Sutorius 

 
 
 

According to the Book of 
Genesis, God created the 
heavens and the earth by 
the spoken word. 
 
Now people are able to edit 
and/or create images with 
their written word. Today, 
there are many AI to word 
generation apps. Some of 
the more popular ones are: 
 

DALL-E-2 MidJourney  Imagen Stable 
Diffusion (DreamStudio) NVIDIA GauGAN2 
 
A lot of these products have a web version or you can 
install the program on your computer. Most of the 
programs need a dedicated graphics card to work 
properly. I have an Intel integrated graphics chip and 
it won’t properly load my photographs on DreamStu-
dio or NVIDIA GauGAN2.  
 
Each program asks you to write out a prompt of how 
you want your generated image to look. You can edit 
your own photographs or have the program generate 
something strictly from your prompt language. 
 
For example Fabian Stelzer posted on his Twitter ac-
count the prompt language he used to produce an im-
age of an aged man and showed the results from 
DALL-E-2, Mid Journey and Stable Diffusion. 
The prompt language is below the images. He also 
specified that all three images used the same prompt 
language, 1:1 aspect ratio, and used no living artists 
as possible references.  
https://twitter.com/fabianstelzer/status/1561019187451011074 Fabian Stelzer 

Nicholas Sherlock sharpened his own photograph of 
an insect with DALL-E-2. He erased the blurry por-
tion of his photo and used prompt language: 
“Ladybug on a leaf, focus stacked high-resolution 

macro photo-
graph.” DALL-E-
2 sharpened the 
insect and gener-
ated four different 
looks of the body.  
(Image credit: Nicholas 
Sherlock)  
 

 
I used prompt language “bee on cone flower, focus 
stacked high-resolution macro photograph” and 
DreamStudio produced the following image on its 
own: 

The image to the left is not 
an image pulled off of the 
internet. It is AI generated 
that has gone through nu-
merous iterations.  
 
Most of these programs 
provide a certain number of 
free credits to experiment 
with the program before 
you have to start paying to 

generate images. 
 
Most of the images generated by these products that 
you see on the internet are mostly illustrations and 
fantasy art than photographic images. And this is what 
is creating controversy and issues. Some people are 
saying that illustrators, concept artists, and digital art-
ists may be affected by AI generated art. Many of 
these AI word generated images are using the names 
of known artists and illustrators in their prompt lan-
guage to get the style of the artist without the artist’s 
permission.  I know a concept artist and designer who 
worked on The Hobbit, Elysium, and Halo movies 
and said there will probably be many lawsuits next 
year because these products and people are illegally 
using all the artists’ works without their consent. Pro-
ponents of AI word generated art counter that you can 
copyright an artist’s work but you cannot copyright 
the artist’s style and that is all these products are do-
ing. Right now the size and quality of these artists’ 
works are far more detailed than what AI word art can 
produce.  As of now AI generated images and photo-
graphs currently are not copyright protected or ac-
cepted by most competitions and services like Getty 
images. 
 
If you want to try it out, you can sign up for one of 
these programs listed and linked above. 

www.baltimorecameraclub.org
http://www.baltimorecameraclub.org
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Member Focus: Phyllis Berger 
Kent Surtorius and Phyllis Berger 

 
 
 

My father gave me a brownie 
camera when I was nine years 

old, and I have been in love 
with making images ever 
since. The world of photog-

raphy has given me my career, 
has taken me around the world 
and given me a form of ex-

pression that I could never 
have achieved with a paint 
brush or a pencil. 

At 40 years old, I accom-

plished a lifelong dream when 
I was accepted to MICA where I received my BFA 
and MFA in Photography. While there, I was en-
thralled with watching my professors as they encour-

aged and inspired students and I hoped that one day I 
would be in their shoes. 

After graduation, I opened a photography studio spe-
cializing in portraits of musicians. During that time, I 

also worked as a photo collage artist.  I spend many 
happy hours cutting and pasting images that formed 
whimsical family portraits. But my dream of teaching 

never died. One day I took a chance and contacted the 
director of the Homewood Art Workshops at Johns 
Hopkins University and asked if I could volunteer to 

teach a photography class. In those days, there was no 
fine art photography darkroom, so my proposal was 
for students to shoot slide film. That one class was the 

start of a photography program that became a digital 
minor and is still going strong at the now Center for 
Visual Arts at JHU. Over the years we built a dark-

room and then a digital lab and provided cameras for 
hundreds of students. I had the privilege of running 
that program for twenty six years. 

Now I am semi-retired. I will return to the Center for 

Visual Arts this spring as an adjunct instructor, teach-
ing a course called Evergreen as Muse where students 
take inspiration form the art collection, history and 

landscape at Evergreen Museum and Library. 

I never thought I would enjoy retirement, but it has 
been fantastic. I am working on an artist book called 
“The Mystic Wanderer” about a traveler on a spiritual 

quest in Ireland. I have traveled to Country Clare 
twice this summer and photographed the mysterious 
and poetic landscape of the Burren. 

As an Instructor at JHU I taught for ten years in the 
Burren and it was fabulous to go back on my own and 

photograph morning until night. I used the interva-
lometer in my camera to make self-portraits in the 
guise of the mystic traveler. I am now having a great 

time working with those images which will be a col-
laboration with an Australian poet. 

During my time at JHU I taught in Melbourne Aus-
tralia and I also was the guest lecturer on trips to Cos-

ta Rica, Peru, Galapagos Islands, Ecuador and Croa-
tia. This year I will lead a study abroad program in 
Umbria, Italy. Photography has made so many of my 

dreams come true and I have enjoyed every minute. 

The  photo that I have submitted is called “Chanukah 
Decisive Moment.” I love the camera as a recorder of 
history. Everyone is frozen in time. One has passed 
away, children have matured and grown. The house 

we loved was sold. The toy that was the favorite of 
the night has been replaced with boxes and boxes of 
Legos. 

I work with Lightroom, Photoshop and NIK software 

and shoot with an Infra-red converted Nikon D 7100 
and a Nikon D750. 

Phyllis wanted to announce from JHU Odyssey about 
her upcoming course.  It is taught online with one 

field trip on the ground. 

https://events.jhu.edu/form/odysseybergerspring23 

www.baltimorecameraclub.org
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Notes on the December 2022 Competition 
Lynn Roberts 

 
 
 

Because of the 

Thanksgiving holi-
days, only one compe-

tition was held during 

December 2022, a pro-

jected digital competi-
tion on Thursday, De-
cember 8. 

In the Associate divi-

sion, Honorable Men-
tion went to Jennifer 
Smutek for her image 

“Fog”. Fifth place went 
to Phyllis Berger for 
“Homesick”; fourth 

place to Jennifer Smutek (again) for “Diverge”; third 
place to Dan Gutwein for “MD Cycling Classis 2022 
No 1”; 2nd place to Christopher Frisone “Dark Days 

Ahead”; and 1st place to Sandy Nichols for 
“Childhood Joy”. Christopher Frisone’s placement 
pushed him out of the Associated division and into 

the Unlimited division for future digital entries – con-
gratulations to Chris! It was rewarding to see so many 
new members both submitting entries – and placing – 
to swell the ranks. 

In the Unlimited division, Charles Levie’s image, 

“Joy of Friendship”, received Honorable Mention; 
Diane Bovenkamp’s image “Chinatown Dumplings 
Chef” received 5th place; Mike Navarre’s image 

“Almost Heaven” received 4th; Walter Levy’s image 
“Happy Birthday” placed 3rd and his image “Pool 
Time” placed 2nd; and David Paul’s image “Steady 

Hands” placed 1st. 

Congratulations to all whose images placed – as 
well as to all those who competed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to enter a digital competition (note that you 
must be a paying BCC member to compete): https://

www.baltimorecameraclub.org/Downloads/e975cfb1-
b1a0-45da-85f3-6d43f361b442?o=y  

And while we’re at it, here’s a reminder of how to 
submit an entry for a print competition: https://

www.baltimorecameraclub.org/Downloads/bba1cf94-
7dfd-42a8-ae19-f14e07ab52b0?o=y  

And, if you’re still unsure about submitting an image 
to a competition, but would like feedback, here are 

instructions for submitting an image to a critique 
night (all entries are digital): 

Login to Visual Pursuits 

Go to: My Account 

Scroll to My Galleries 

Member Programs - Critiques [click on > on left] [Do 
NOT go to “Member Galleries”] 

Scroll down 

Find “Member Critique [Date]” with Date=the date of 
the upcoming critique. 

Click on “Edit and Upload Images” on right 

Click on “Upload Images into This Gallery” (second 

from left) 

Scroll down to bottom and click on “Select” 

Navigate in your browser to select the desired images. 

Click on “Save Images and Proceed to Edit Page” 

Modify your title if desired 

Scroll down and click on “Save any changes and re-
turn to the original page” 

You're done! 

www.baltimorecameraclub.org
http://www.baltimorecameraclub.org
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December 8, 2022 Projected Digital Competition: Associate  
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December 8, 2022 Projected Digital Competition: Unlimited  
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Notes on the January 2023 Competitions 
Lynn Roberts 

 
 
 

Two competitions were held 
in January 2023. 

The first competition was a 

print competition, judged by 
Lynn Silverman, held (in-
person and as a hybrid meet-

ing) on January 5, 2023.  

In the Associate Color divi-

sion, Honorable Mention 
went to Phyllis Berger for 

“Lady Sings the Blues”; 5th 
place to Laura Kelehan for her print “Cool Sunset”; 
4th place to Thomas Anderson for his image “Pintail 

Preen”; 3rd place to Tina Whitehead, for her image 
“Deep Floral Abyss”; 2nd place to Thomas Anderson 
(again!) for his image “Don’t Tread On Me”; and 1st 
place to Guy Alston for his image “TubaCity”. Unfor-

tunately too few images were entered for the Unlim-
ited Color Print division to hold a competition. 

In the Associate Monochrome division, Honorable 
Mention went to Tina Whitehead for her image 

“Santa’s Watching”; 5th place went to Phyllis Berger 
for her image “home of the banshee”; 4th place went 
to Kent Sutorius for his image “Angel in Garden of 

Good and Evil”; 3rd place to Tina Whitehead for her 
image “Curve”; 2nd place went to Guy Alston for his 
image “FadeOut”; and 1st place went to Tina White-

head for her image “Whee!”. 

In the Unlimited Monochrome division, Honorable 
Mention went to Jim Eichelman for his image “Me & 
My Shadow”; 5th place went to Jim Voeglein for his 

image “Four Panes of Time”; 4th place went to Lewis 
Katz for his image “Ghosts of the Swamp”; 3rd place 
went to Richard Caplan for his image “Family Meet-

ing”; 2nd place went to Lewis Katz (again!) for his 
image “Sentinel”; and 1st place went to Jim Eichel-
man (again!) for his image “T’was a Good Day”. 

The second competition, on January 19, 2023 was a 
projected digital competition, with a theme of 

macro/closeup photography. The judge was Edwin 
Remsberg, who also judged our last macro/closeup 

digital competition held in January of 2022. In the 
Associate division, Honorable Mention went to Tina 
Whitehead for her image “Lava-Licious”; 5th place 

went to Kent Sutorius for his image “Milk Droplet in 
a Sea of Blue”; 4th place went to Christopher Frisone 
for his image “Under the Rim”; 3rd place went to 

Sam Yaffe for his image “Decline and Fall”; 2nd 
place went to Sam Yaffe (again!) for his image 

“Fibonacci Spiral”; and 1st place went to Jennifer 
Smutek for her image, “Fish Out of Water”. 

In the Unlimited division, Diane Bovenkamp’s im-
age, “Heart”, received Honorable Mention; Mike Na-

varre’s image “flower 2022” received 5th place; Paul 
Biederman’s image “Inner Lily” received 4th and his 
image “Queen Tending to Firt Egg” placed 3rd ; Ste-

ven Sattler’s image “Hibiscus in Bloom” placed 2nd; 
and Walter Levy’s image “Dahlia #14” placed 1st. 

Congratulations to all whose images placed – as 
well as to all those who competed! 

How to enter a digital competition (note that you 
must be a paying BCC member to compete): https://
www.baltimorecameraclub.org/Downloads/e975cfb1-

b1a0-45da-85f3-6d43f361b442?o=y  

And while we’re at it, here’s a reminder of how to 
submit an entry for a print competition: https://
www.baltimorecameraclub.org/Downloads/bba1cf94-

7dfd-42a8-ae19-f14e07ab52b0?o=y  

And, if you’re still unsure about submitting an image 
to a competition, but would like feedback, here are 
instructions for submitting an image to a critique 

night (all entries are digital): Login to Visual Pur-

suits// Go to: My Account/Scroll to My Galleries 

Member Programs - Critiques [click on > on left] [Do 
NOT go to “Member Galleries”]/Scroll down 

Find “Member Critique [Date]” with Date=the date of 

the upcoming critique. 

Click on “Edit and Upload Images” on right 

Click on “Upload Images into This Gallery” (second 
from left)/Scroll down to bottom and click on 
“Select” 

Navigate in your browser to select the desired images. 

Click on “Save Images and Proceed to Edit Page” 

Modify your title if desired 

Scroll down and click on “Save any changes and re-
turn to the original page” 

You're done! 

www.baltimorecameraclub.org
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January 5, 2023 Monochrome Print Competition  
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January 5, 2023 Color Print Competition: Associate (No Unlimited) 
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January 19, 2023 Projected Digital Competition: Macro/Close -up 
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Competition Point Totals 
Walter Levy (as of January 19, 2023)  
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Jon Meyer: “Photographing What You Know”  
Sandy Nichols and Jon Meyer 

 
 
 

Description  
 
Jon writes: “This presentation is about finding a pho-
tographic vision, which is a common enough subject, 
but this presentation is probably a little different from 
the usual.    
 
My subtitle is “How a Psychoanalyst Became a Pho-
tographer,” and therein lies the tale.  A vision derived 
from what I have known professionally for more than 
50 years as a psychoanalyst means photographing the 
inner landscape of the mind.  That subject presents 
challenges since it can be lived, felt, sensed, and de-
scribed but not seen.   
 
In this presentation, I will journey through the visual 
construction of that inner landscape, amplified when-
ever possible with poetry, literature, and Medieval 
paintings.”       
 
Biography 
 
Jon Meyer, MD, is a long-time member of BCC who 
has recently retired from the practice of psychoanaly-
sis and taken up photography full time.  He has been 
shown nationally and internationally, including in 
Boston, Barcelona, and Berlin.  He is a past winner of 
BCC’s Graham Cromwell Award.   
 
His “In the Mind’s Eye” and “Inner Darkness” series 
were published in their entirety in FotoNostrum Mag-
azine and in part in Black and White Magazine, where 
his Inner Darkness series and some other individual 
images were Spotlight Award Winners.  The two se-
ries were also featured in solo shows at Through This 
Lens gallery in Durham, NC.   
 
Jon is a past-president of the American Psychoanalyt-
ic Association, professor emeritus of psychiatry and 

psychoanalysis at the Medical College of Wisconsin, 
and a previous Erik Erikson Scholar-in-Residence at 
the Austen Riggs Center.   
 
“There are two aspects to my career. One as a 
member of medical school faculties in psychiary 
and psychoanalysis and one, much less formal, in 
photography.” 
 
I received my MD at the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty, School of Medicine, and spent many of the most 
productive of my faculty years at the Medical Col-
lege of Wisconsin. In psychiatry and psychoanalysis, 
I have published more than one hundred peer re-
viewed articles, book chapters, and books. I have also 
given many invited lectures, chaired panels, and made 
presentations, as is expected in an academic career. 
 
My career is photography has not been an academic 
one, so I have no such academic credentials in the 
arts. I have taken a number of classes at 
the Milwaukee Institute of Art and De-
sign (MIAD), at the Maryland Institute College of 
Art (MICA), and at the Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty but I am basically self-taught. I have, however, 
learned an enormous amount from other photogra-
phers, once I was primed by my own work to learn. I 
particularly want to thank members of the Baltimore 
Camera Club, FotoFocus, and the Creative Imaging 
Group, all in the Baltimore area. I also must thank 
Cary Photographic Artists and the Capital City Cam-
eral Club who have been friendly and welcoming 
since I relocated to North Carolina. 
 
Special mention and thanks are due to Phyllis Berger, 
who has been a teacher, mentor, friend, and colleague 
for many years. I also want to express my gratitude to 
Randy Morgan and Studio iX for his considerable and 
essential help in organizing and updating this website. 
 
Whatever my credentials in photography, "the proof 
is in the pudding" and I hope you like what you see in 
the photographic representations of inner and outer 
worlds. My website address is below.” 
 
Website 
https://www.jonmeyerphotographicart.com/ 
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Notes from the Field: Caddo Lake Adventure 
Lewis Katz 

I had read and 

seen images 

from Caddo 

Lake for the 

past several 

years and was 

determined to 

visit.  Caddo 

Lake is located 

in the far 

northeastern 

portion of Texas in what is called the Ark-La-Tex re-

gion. 

It is man made and was once used by steamboats to 

transport goods.  Since at one time it was all land bald 

cypress trees grew and flourished.  These are not your 

usual bald cypress trees as they are deciduous which 

means that in the fall the leaves produced by these 

trees change color.  The peak month for color change 

is November. 

I was fortunate enough to be able to take a 4 day pho-

tography workshop there in November of this year.  

The workshop was run by two photographers that I 

was not familiar with – Gary Randall and Alyce 

Bender.  Pontoon boats are used to conduct 3 to 4 

hour excursions onto the lake and they bring you 

close and personal to the bald cypress trees.  It truly 

was one of the most spectacular areas that I have ever 

seen. 

Shreveport is the nearest airport and is only 40 

minutes from the lake.  The actual name of the town 

is Uncertain.  Yes Uncertain Texas!  The group stayed 

in two “bunk” houses which provided a private bed-

room but with shared baths.  It truly was an unforget-

table experience and I would recommend the area 

highly.  Unfortunately as often happens the area has 

been discovered and space on these tours and work-

shops are not pretty scarce.  If you are thinking of vis-

iting you should be thinking of 2024. This link pro-

vides more information: https://www.gary-

randall.com/product/caddo-lake-swamp-photography-

adventure-november-16-19-or-19-22-2023/  
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End-of-Year 2022 Baltimore Camera Club Field Shoots 
Guy Alston 

A few weeks ago, 
bowling suddenly 
popped into my 
thoughts as I 
gathered my gear 
for another BCC 
field shoot. My 
preparation trig-
gered the idea. 
That is not sur-
prising, consider-
ing I was an ac-
tive bowler from 
my early teens in 
the late 70s until 

about 2008 when I took some time off because of knee 
problems. I had my bowling equipment for almost 12 
years before I got my first camera. Being an avid bow-
ler and now an amateur photographer, they have a 
couple of things in common: heavy bags and the de-
sire to make great shots. When transitioning from 
Duckpins to Tenpins, I read a book on bowling by 
Legendary Hall of Fame PBA Champion Earl Antho-
ny.  This book was where I heard the phrase “Practice 
makes Permanent” instead of “perfect.” Anthony lays 
out the case for “purposeful” practice, where one has 
specific goals and unique routines to achieve those 
goals versus just doing the same things repeatedly, 
hoping to get better.  

BCC field shoots are an excellent way to get into 
some “Purposeful Practice” with other club members 
and possibly work with some mentors to improve 
one's work.  The last two field shoots for 2022 provid-
ed some opportunities to work in different circum-
stances.  

On November 12th, we made our yearly visit to the 
Poe House.  However, this year, we made it the “Poe” 
Tour.  We shot at Poe's house, and then some of us 
went to Poe’s grave at Westminster Hall and Ceme-
tery.  Then a couple of us made it to the third final 
stop on the Poe Tour, the Edgar Allan Poe Statue in 
Gordon Plaza near the Lyric Theater.  Kenny Epps 
was on hand and, as usual, provided some ideas and 
tips for unique approaches to this familiar subject mat-
ter.  

The final BCC field shoot in 2022 was on December 
28th at the “Miracle on 34th street” Holiday Display 
in Hampden. Unlike most of our shoots, this one be-
gan in the evening. So we got to do some low light 
and nighttime work. Some of us arrived at dusk to get  
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http://www.baltimorecameraclub.org


January 2023 (Issue 138, Number 3)       20              www.baltimorecameraclub.org 

 

End-of-Year 2022 Baltimore Camera Club Field Shoots (...continued) 
Guy Alston 

a few shots during the Blue Hour.  I visited this fantas-
tic display for the first time in late November, so this 
was my second visit but my first with my gear. There 
was a large variety of Holiday decorations to photo-
graph.   

Subjects ranged from a Nativity scene made from doors; 
dinosaurs, a Chanuka house complete with mechanical 
dreidels; Natty Boh can angels, and Santa landing on a 
rooftop. Everything from Old Bay to the Illuminati ap-
pears on 34th street during the Holiday season. If things 
got a little chilly, you could warm up at the nearby Pop-
Up Shop with a “spiked” hot chocolate.  Overall, it was 
an excellent finish to a great year of field shoots for the 
club. 
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Photography Instructional Classes Offered By BCC Members 
Lynn Roberts 

Several Baltimore Camera Club 
members will be offering photog-
raphy instructional courses that 
will begin in February or March. 
These include: 

 

 

 

“Photographic Portfolio”, taught 
by Phyllis Berger. From the web-
site: “In this course, students will 
work on a photographic project that 
reflects their artistic sensibility, 
passion, and technique. They will 
develop their ideas within a semi-
nar style format that allows for 
conversation and debate and pro-
vides a forum for the evolution of 
content within their work. Through 

a combination of critique, lecture, and demonstrations, 
students will complete a portfolio of 5 or more images 
that work together in a series. Weekly lectures will 
concentrate on elements of composition as evidenced 
by the great masters of photography. Software, post-
processing techniques and demonstrations will be of-
fered to meet the needs of each student.” 

The course includes an optional Saturday field trip to 
Cylburne Arboretum on March 29, 2023.  

Classes will be taught in a virtual format, on Wednes-
day evenings from Feb. 15 to March 22, 2023 (6 ses-
sions), from 6:30-9:00 PM.  

For more information, visit: https://events.jhu.edu/
form/odysseybergerspring23  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“From Capture to Print: The Art of Black and 
White Photography”, taught by Lewis Katz. From 
the website: “This course offers four live zoom ses-
sions. We begin with a general discussion and presen-
tation of black and white photography; what type of 
images work best for this, how to visualize good BW 
when capturing images, and more. 
 
Using the Lightroom Develop module and Nik Soft-
ware, Lewis will discuss and demonstrate editing op-
tions for black and white images. 
 
Students will also learn how to print monochrome im-
ages using the print module in Lightroom. How to find 
and load paper profiles to obtain the best results and 
how to use ‘soft proofing.’ 
 
We will also discuss a project of having students create 
a body of work during the course.” Students should 
have a basic working knowledge of the Develop mod-
ule within Lightroom Classic. This course will be 
taught online (live) via Zoom on March 2, 9, 16, and 
23 from 7:00-8:30 PM. For more information, visit: 
https://online.capitalphotographycenter.com/courses/
from-capture-to-print-the-art-of-black-and-white-
photography-mar-2023  
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Maryland Photography Alliance 
Steve Sattler 

 
It’s a new year 
and the Maryland 
Photography Alli-
ance (MPA) has 
many opportuni-
ties for BCC 
Members. Here 
are just a few to 
consider: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black & White Photography Contest – MPA is 
planning to host a second annual contest. During 2023 
the single category will be Black & White. You will 
be able to begin submitting your images on February 
15 and the submission period will end on March 31. 
All MPA Members will be able to submit up to 2 im-
ages for FREE and will be able to submit an addition-
al two images for $10. More information will be com-
municated soon. Winners will be announced during 
“Odyssey of Light”. 
 
“Odyssey of Light” – Mark your calendar because 
this year’s Odyssey is going to be MPA’s best ever. 
Odyssey will take place on Saturday and Sunday, 
April 15 and 16. It will be virtual. MPA Members will 
once again receive a discount on the ticket price. We 
want to tease you by only announcing Saturday’s 
speakers, who will be Joe McNally and Bryan Peter-
son. And you will be amazed with who we have 
scheduled for Sunday. Odyssey is MPA’s biggest 
fundraiser for itself. Profits are used for the many 

MPA programs that benefit Maryland photographers. 
We hope you consider attending. Stay tuned for more 
information. 
 
The MPA Grant Program – Certain MPA activities 
are created under this program where 100% of the 
profits go to participating MPA Clubs. Since its in-
ception, BCC has earned $816.37 through MPA’s 
Grant Program. MPA is currently working with Mi-
chael Chinnici, who has spoken on “Artist Spotlight” 
twice, and was a judge during MPA’s recent contest. 
Michael is President of Photo Workshop Adventures, 
one of the world’s most creative and extensive photo 
tour companies. Check out MPA’s Grant Program trip 
to Lake Louise and Banff this June by CLICKING 
HERE. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions at  
president@mdphotoalliance.org 
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Coming Attractions 
(February — March 2023) 

2023 Event Info 

Thursday, February 2  Print Competition  Theme: Open; Judge: Pete Morton 

Thursday, February 9 

VIRTUAL ONLY 

 Program Member Critique Night [Macro, Close up Theme] 
This is a good time to receive feedback on the images entered in January 19th themed macro-
competition. One image per member. Upload image to Visual Pursuits/ “Member Programs – 
Critiques” Gallery/’Member Critique, February 9, Critique Gallery Upload Instructions  

Wednesday, February 15 MPA Black and 
White competition 
opens for submissions 

See Maryland Photography Alliance web page for more info: https://
www.mdphotoalliance.org/2023-bw-photo-contest 

Thursday, February 16 Digital Competition Theme: Open; Judge: Tracey Brown 

Thursday, February 23 

IN PERSON ONLY  

(NO ZOOM) 

Program Kenny Epps: Kenny, a long-time BCC member, will demonstrate the use of studio lighting 
during an in-person meeting at the church. 

Bio: Kenny Epps is a certified professional photographer who graduated from the Washington 
School of Photography.  He has a studio located in Owings Mills, Maryland.  Kenny has always 
been interested in the field of Photography since his earlier studies at the University of Mary-
land Eastern Shore College.  

Along with photographing Internationally, Kenny specializes in church and event photog-
raphy.  He is currently the lead photographer at Trinity Life Church in Lutherville, Md which 
serves a congregation of about 3000. Kenny is their go to photographer for all of their most 
important events, including street photography. And, he’s also a very active member of Balti-
more Camera Club. 

Thursday, March 2 Print Competition  Theme: Open; Judge: David Pugh 

Thursday, March 9 Program Tony Sweet: "Infrared Artistry: Re-visualizing your World” https://tonysweet.com/  

Thursday, March 16 

VIRTUAL ONLY  

Digital Competition  Theme: Street Photography; Judge: Cynthia Keith (via Zoom) 

Thursday, March 23 Program Phyllis Berger: "Truth in Documentary Photography"  

Description: What do documentary photographs say about their subjects and what do the deci-
sions photographers make affect how we interpret them? In this lecture and discussion, we will 
analyze some iconic and lesser-known photographs from the documentary tradition and discuss 
the stories that they reveal through the lens of history, fine art, culture, politics and purpose of 
their creation. Dorothea Lange, W. Eugene Smith, James Nachtwey and Michael Kenna are 
some of the photographers whose work we will analyze as we explore the messages and mean-
ing that reside in documentary photographs. 

Bio: Phyllis Berger BFA MFA, Maryland Institute College of Art, is a faculty member at the 
Center for Visual Arts at Johns Hopkins University where she started the Photography Program 
26 years ago. She taught interdisciplinary courses at JHU including Writing Seminars, History 
of Science, Political Science, Museum Studies and at the Peabody Conservatory of Music. 

As a practicing fine art photographer, Phyllis brings her love of photography into the classroom 
and has inspired hundreds of students throughout the years. She received an excellence in 
teaching award from The Maryland Institute College of Art School of Continuing Studies. 
Phyllis led the summer study abroad program in Photography at the Burren College of Art in 
County Clare, Ireland for ten years as well as at the Photography Studies College in Melbourne, 
Australia. She has just received approval to teach in Umbria Italy for June 2022. 

She is a recipient of two artist residencies in Rochefort en Terre, Brittany, France and has been 
awarded numerous teaching grants through JHU (Arthur Vining Davis, Arts Innovation). 

Her work has been exhibited worldwide including three solo shows at the Evergreen Museum 
and Library, the Museum of Rochefort en Terre, in Brittany France, the MICA Biennale, The 
Baltimore Museum of Art, the Banneker Douglas Museum and resides in many private collec-
tions. Phyllis has lectured on Photography in Ecuador, Costa Rica, Peru, Panama, The Galapa-
gos Islands and Croatia as part of the JHU Alumni Journeys program. 

Thursday, March 30 Print Competition Judge: Jennifer Bishop - Jennifer has more than 35 years of experience shooting for publica-
tions, hospitals, schools, design firms, nonprofits, foundations, businesses, and individuals all 
over the world. She especially loves shooting portraits, both on location or in her Baltimore 
City studio. She also writes and photographs for projects that advocate for better lives for peo-
ple with disabilities.  Jennifer Bishop Photography 

For more information, see the club calendar on our BCC website.  
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Focal Point 
Baltimore Camera Club 

The Oldest Continually-Operating Photographic Society in the USA (Incorporated in 1884) 

 Baltimore Camera Club is a Charter Member Club of the Photographic Society of America    

Join Now - Photographic Society of America (psa-photo.org)                                                        
PSA-Member Clubs and Councils Overview                                                                                   

PSA Mid-Atlantic Chapter (PSA-MAC)                                                                                    
BCC is a Member of the Maryland Photographic Alliance                    

www.mdphotoalliance.org 

Parting Shot 
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